"loser" in the eyes of the twentieth century, receives at last a major intellectual biography. It has been long overdue.
With his diverse cultural background, Rupke is admirably qualified to serve as Owen's biographer. Of Dutch origin, with full command of English and German (and as far as I know French), and with extended periods of residence in Britain and Australia, Rupke has been able to capture major themes in British social history of science in the nineteenth century; analyse the influence-real or imagined--of Continental transcendentalism on Owen's thinking; and recognize the important role of materials sent to Owen for examination from the southern hemisphere and other parts of the globe.
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